
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
              

 

2 x 4 filler at header 
(required) 

2 x 6 spring pad 
(required) in center of 

opening 

2 x 6 casing 
(required) must 

extend from floor 
to ceiling (if 

concrete not flush 
with wall) 

Minimum side room 
edge of opening to 
wall or obstruction 

4 ½” 

Minimum headroom top of door to 
ceiling 12” for manual door 14” 
for door with electric operator 

2 x 6 casing 
(required) must 

extend from floor 
to ceiling (if 
concrete not 

flush with wall) 

Minimum side 
room edge of 

opening to wall 
or obstruction 

4 ½” 

finished 
ceiling 

finished 
floor 

Opening height – same as door height 
or slightly smaller (never greater) 

7’ and 8’ doors standard 
(odd sizes available – ask for details) 

Opening width same as 
door width or slightly 

smaller (never greater) 

exterior wall 
covering 
(siding or 

brick) Exterior wall covering 
(siding or brick)

laminated beam 

Interior wall 
covering 

(sheetrock or 
paneling) 

2 x 6 casing 
(required if 

concrete not 
flush with wall) 

garage 
door 

vinyl stop mold - 
optional 

Finished lumber under 
header: dimension from 
this lumber to floor to 

be same as door height 
or slightly smaller 

(never greater) 

2 x 6 casing 
(required if 

concrete not 
flush with wall) 

garage 
door 

Dimension between 
jambs same as door 

width or slightly 
small (never greater) 

 
vinyl stop mold - 

optional 

Interior wall 
covering 

(sheetrock or 
paneling) 



 
 
 
 

FRAMING INSTRUCTION 
Applies to Residential Doors 8’ or under in height 
 

OPENING SIZE 
Wood or Steel Sectional Doors 
 
Finishing door opening should be approximately 2” less in width and 1” less in height.  Example:  
finished opening size required for 9 x 7 is 8’10 x 6’11.  Rough opening for 9 x 7 – use 2 x 6 
around door for finish face. 
 
NOTE:  You must have 9’4” between concrete 

 
 
Where concrete comes higher than floor and a 9’ opening between concrete, concrete must be 
notched out 3” on each side of opening.  This enables the track to be set on floor. 
 
   Block out to floor level 

9’Concrete 

9’4”
Concrete Concrete 

Concrete 

 

 
 

HEADROOM REQUIREMENT 
 
Distance from underside of rough opening header to ceiling: 
 
12” Allows standard lift hardware and room for electric opener (depending on style of door) 
 
9” Allows standard hardware but NO room for electric opener 
 
8” Allows low headroom hardware and room for electric opener 
 
6” Allows low headroom hardware and NO room for electric opener 
 
3” Allows double track low headroom hardware but NO room for electric opener. 
 
NOTE:  12” is the recommended amount of headroom to work with – 9” is the minimum.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 


